Roan Creek Toll Road, sMEg24, DeBeque Canyon, CO

OR... Italian Railroad Workers
of the Western Slope

-Nicolelnman



Roan Creek Toll Road, sMEg24

*In 2016, DARG received a grant from History
Colorado State Historical Fund to record the extant
portions of the Roan Creek Toll Road.



This resulted in 2.5 miles of newly
recorded roadway.




The toll road was the first road system
through DeBeque Canyon




Previously, roads traveled through
Rapid Creek or through Salt Creek.
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By 1889, The D&RG partnered with
Colorado Midland to purchase the ROW
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The last remains of a homestead...




Homestead...

+ An unidentified building

W just outside thextthnel




But most impressive was site sME21641,
an historic sheltered camp.




Numerous shelters, thermal features, and a
sparse scatter of artifacts were recorded.




Three distinct loci, with clusters within
each forming possible social groups
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Locus 1 still had the clearest evidence of
rock blasting.

@E__ Aggregate production loci

5ME21641 Locus 1

0 5 10 20
— licters

@ Bread oven
Possible privy

Aggregate

[38] Bouider  apgs

BLM No. 15816-01 OAHP No. ME.LM.R935




Locus 2 had the largest number of
habitation features.




Locus 3 had several features of unusual
constructio
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Black powder canisters = grading/rock
blasting phases of railway construction
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Thermal features determined to be
bread ovens
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Other bread ovens

Figure 43. Complete stone oven from one of the Lake For
Canyon railroad camps, 5GN16986.



Bread ovens at sME21641- Locus 1




Bread ovens at sME21641- Locus 2




Bread ovens at sME21641- Locus 2




Locus 3

Bread ovens at ;ME21641




Bread ovens at gME21641 — Locus 3




